Rudra Seegobin

1965 Secretariat Place

Oshawa,Ont

Mr.Paul Welsby

2000 Simcoe St N

Oshawa,Ont.

Dear Mr.Welsby

On Friday, August 8th 2008, the Canadian Federal government announced cuts to two culturally significant programs that support cultural exports:  the ProMart (Arts Promotion) program administered by Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, and the Trade Routes Program run by the Department of Canadian Heritage.  Both of these programs supported Canadian musicians and music export companies and organizations. 
It has been almost 3 years now since the program cuts and despite the outrage in the arts community, the cuts have sustained. 

After much research into this issue I have drafted a proposal that calls for the reinstatement of all funding for cultural programs.

The culture sector in Canada is valued at over 40 billion dollars. The two programs were designed specifically with the purpose of enabling Canadian artists and musicians to market and sell their art on international markets. Reinstating these programs will create a broader plain for musicians who, in this digital age, have continued to struggle with the faltering industry.

These programs reinforce the concept of Canada being  “one of the most multicultural” countries in the world. Taking away the funding hinders this concept.

Every major country has a thriving cultural community, and an exportable arts sector. Simply focusing on tourism revenue should be enough of  a benefit for the Canadian government to continue these programs.

It is my sincere hope that my proposal aptly explains and examines this issue and provides you with the information you need.

Sincerely,

Rudra Seegobin

